Training: Presenting the Right Question

Trainers: Liz Gimson

The ballot question is the final and only guaranteed piece of information that voters will read about your CPA question.  Getting the language right, as well as gauging what exemptions, surcharge level and timing will work best for your community, will go a long way to helping you be as successful as possible in your CPA campaign.

Timing Considerations:

1. Election history.

2. Competing measures.

3. Voter turnout – how many people do you need to educate.

Surcharge and Exemptions

Sweet spot = $30 - $50 per household is the palatable tax payer impact for voters on open space measures nationwide.

See projections chart.

Talking about taxes.  Impact per/household chart

Talking about exemptions.  Those least able to participate can opt out.

Talking about businesses.  They benefit from the CPA too, property values, nice community, etc.

Ballot Language considerations:

Always check in with Town Counsel or City Solicitor to have language reviewed before initiative process begins.

SAMPLE BALLOT LANGUAGE

Two websites provide sample CPA ballot language: 

1) www.communitypreservation.org, under the section “Adopting the CPA”

2) Secretary of State’s website at  http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/elecpa/cpaidx.htm#BallotQuestionPetition 
Always check in with your Town Counsel or City Solicitor to have language reviewed before Town Meeting or initiative process begins.

Once the question has been approved at Town Meeting or your petition signatures have been certified, you should work with Town Counsel or City Solicitor on drafting the language that will appear on the ballot.

CPA Legislation states the following: 

Upon approval by the legislative body, the actions of the body shall be submitted for acceptance to the voters of a city or town at the next regular municipal or state election. The city or town clerk or the state secretary shall place it on the ballot in the form of the following question:

"Shall this (city or town) accept sections 3 to 7, inclusive of chapter 44B of the General Laws, as approved by its legislative body, a summary of which appears below?"

(Set forth here a fair, concise summary and purpose of the law to be acted upon, as determined by the city solicitor or town counsel, including in said summary the percentage of the surcharge to be imposed.)

A fair and concise summary should focus on the benefits of CPA particular to your town.  

For assistance with drafting ballot language or related questions, please contact the Community Preservation Coalition at 617-367-8998.  

