Sample CPA Rap

Introduction 

Thank you for inviting me here to provide more information on the Community Preservation Act or “CPA”.  My name is Liz Gimson and I’m a volunteer with Preserve Hanson, a group in town to educate residents about CPA.  

Problem

I am a member of the open space committee and planning board, so I constantly see how we struggle to deal with the rapid development happening in town.  Farms and fields are being turned into poorly planned housing developments, that aren’t being developed with input from residents.  I joined Preserve Hanson to try to pass CPA, a great opportunity for Hanson to protect our past, our present and our future.

Solution

The Community Preservation Act is a tool to help communities protect more open space, create affordable housing, preserve historic sites, and develop recreational opportunities.  CPA creates a stream of dedicated funding for these purposes, which is generated through a small surcharge of up to 3% on our local property tax.  The state matches up to 100% of revenue collected locally.  We’re recommending adopting CPA with a 1.5% surcharge, only about $30/year for the average homeowner, with a full exemption for low-income and most senior residents.  The first $100,000 of residential property value will also be exempt.

Urgency 

There are a number of needs here in Hanson that could be addressed by adopting CPA.  The historic Camp Kiwanee building needs a new roof, we need new softball fields for our state champs girls softball team, we need more affordable housing options for seniors, like you all, who no longer need or can afford their single family homes, and we have a chance to save some of our farmland from being developed.  Our group in town has decided that now is the time to adopt CPA, to address some of these challenges before it’s too late.

Action

In partnership with the selectmen, we’ve placed an article on the warrant of the upcoming special town meeting on October 12th.  We encourage you to vote in favor of the article, which would put CPA on the ballot at the spring Town Election.  

I’ll stick around to see if you have any questions.  If you’d like get involved or learn more, please fill out your name and number on the sign in sheet. Thanks again for letting me share with you this great opportunity for Hanson.

