
February 27, 2017—Community Preservation Committee Ordinance 
 
Note: Once Bridgewater converted from a Town to a City form of government, this 
Community Preservation Committee Ordinance replaced the original bylaw created by 
Bridgewater Town Meeting in 2005. 
 
Section 7. Community Preservation Committee  
A. Establishment and term of office. There shall be a Community Preservation Committee 
consisting of nine members. The Town Manager shall, based upon recommendation from the 
respective committees, appoint the following: one member of the Conservation Commission; one 
member of the Bridgewater Historic District Commission; one member of the Historical 
Commission; one member of the Planning Board; one member of the Affordable Housing Trust; 
one member of the Housing Authority; one member of the Open Space Committee; and one 
member of the Parks and Recreation Commission. These appointees will not require ratification 
from the Town Council. The Town Manager shall appoint one at-large member, whose 
appointment shall be ratified by the Town Council. Members will serve for three year staggered 
terms.  
B. Authorities and responsibilities.  

(1) Acquisition and preservation.  
(a) The Community Preservation Committee shall make recommendations to the 
Town Council for the acquisition, creation and preservation of open space; for the 
acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation and restoration of historic resources; for 
the acquisition, creation and preservation of land for recreational use; for the 
creation, preservation and support of community housing; and for the 
rehabilitation or restoration of open space, land for recreational use and 
community housing that is reacquired or created as provided in MGL c.44B. With 
respect to community housing, the Community Preservation Committee shall 
recommend, whenever possible, the reuse of existing buildings or construction of 
new buildings on previously developed sites. Annually, the Committee, with the 
assistance of the Finance Director, shall make budget recommendations to the 
Town Manager for inclusion in the annual Town budget.  
(b) The Community Preservation Committee may include in its recommendation 
to the Town Council a recommendation to set aside for later spending funds for 
specific purposes that are consistent with community preservation but for which 
sufficient revenues are not then available in the Community Preservation Fund. 
The Committee may recommend to the Town Council that funds be borrowed and 
repaid with Community Preservation funds to accomplish Community 
Preservation objectives.  
(c) In considering its recommendations, the Community Preservation Committee 
shall use as a guideline local and regional open space plans, housing plans, and 
the Master Plan. The Committee may develop its own guidelines concerning 
Community Preservation expenditures with the active participation of other Town 
multiple member bodies as well as public participation. The Community 
Preservation Committee is an advisory committee of the Town.  

(2) Needs study. Annually, the Community Preservation Committee shall study the 
needs, possibilities and resources of the Town regarding community preservation. The 



Committee shall consult with existing Town multiple member bodies, including the 
Conservation Commission, the Historical Commission, the Open Space Committee, the 
Planning Board, Parks and Recreation, and the Housing Authority, in conducting such 
studies. As part of its study, the Committee shall hold one or more public informational 
hearings on the needs, possibilities and resources of the Town regarding community 
preservation possibilities and resources, notice of which shall be posted publicly and on 
the Town’s web site two weeks prior to the scheduled public informational hearing.  
(3) Monitor. The Community Preservation Committee shall monitor progress of CPA 
funded projects.  
(4) Management. Real property interests acquired with community preservation funds 
shall be owned and managed by the Town unless otherwise specified by vote of the Town 
Council.  

 
C. Interrelationships.  

(1) Town Council: The Committee shall meet at least annually with the Town Council to 
discuss issues pertaining to acquisition and preservation pursuant to the Community 
Preservation Act.  
(2) Town Manager: The Committee meets as necessary with the Town Manager and all 
municipal departments and other administrative staff to effectuate accomplishment of its 
mission.  
(3) Other Bodies: The Committee meets as necessary with any Board, Commission or 
Committee of the Town, particularly the Affordable Housing Trust and the Financial 
Committee, to effectuate accomplishment of its mission.  

 
Reference: MGL c. 44B 
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