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SECTION 7. Community Preservation Committee  
Updated through Annual Town Meeting May 1, 2012 
 

A. Purpose  
A Community Preservation Committee is hereby established pursuant to 
Section 5 of Chapter 44B of the Massachusetts General Laws, as authorized 
by Chapter 267 of the Acts of 2000, whose purpose is to make 
recommendations to the Town Meeting for community preservation.  

B. Definitions  
The terms used herein and not otherwise defined shall be given the 
definitions set forth in Sections 1 and 2 of the Massachusetts Community 
Preservation Act.  

C. Membership and Appointment  
The Community Preservation Committee shall consist of nine (9) appointed 
members. The nine (9) members of the Community Preservation Committee 
shall consist of the following members:  

 
1) One member of the Conservation Commission established under Section 

8C of Chapter 40 as designated by such Commission;  
 

2) One member of the Historical Commission established under Section 8D of 
Chapter 40 as designated by such Commission;  

3) One member of the Planning Board established under Section 81A of 
Chapter 41 as designated by such Board;  
 

4) One member of the Recreation Commission established under Section 2 of 
Chapter 45 as designated by such Commission;  
 

5) One member of the Housing Authority established under Section 3 of 
Chapter 121B as designated by such Authority;  
 

6) Four citizens appointed by the Board of Selectmen;  
 

7) The four citizens appointed by the Board of Selectmen pursuant to Section 
C (6) herein shall be chosen one from each of the three precincts and one at 
large; (amended May 1, 2012)  
 

8) The Director of Municipal Finance shall be an ex officio, non-voting 
member of the Community Preservation Committee.  



 
D. Terms of appointment  

1) The terms of the Community Preservation Committee members appointed 
by the Conservation Commission, Historical Commission, Planning Board, 
Recreation Commission and Housing Authority as provided in Section C (1-5) 
shall be for one (1) year, and such boards and commissions shall appoint their 
respective designee annually.  

2) The terms of the Community Preservation Committee members appointed 
by the Board of Selectmen as provided in Section C (6) shall be for three (3) 
years, except for the first appointments made pursuant to this bylaw, in which 
case two appointments shall be two (2) year appointments and two appointments 
shall be three (3) year appointments.  
 

3) The members of the Community Preservation Committee may be 
reappointed for as many terms as authorized by the appointing authority.  
 

4) All appointments become effective upon being duly sworn in by the Town 
Clerk  
 
E. Powers and Duties  
The Community Preservation Committee shall have all of the powers and duties 
intended for such committees as set forth in Section 5 of the Massachusetts 
Community Preservation Act, which include, among others, the following:  

1) To make recommendations (including anticipated cost information) to Town 
Meeting for the acquisition, creation and preservation of open space including 
land for recreational use, for the acquisition and preservation of historic 
resources, and for the creation, preservation and support of community housing;  
 

2) To submit an annual administrative and operating budget for the 
Community Preservation Committee, which cannot exceed five percent (5%) of 
the annual revenues in the Community Preservation Fund, to Town Meeting for 
approval;  
 

3) To establish rules and regulations for its operation, election of officers, 
conduct of public hearings and performance of any and all other administrative 
acts as are within the scope and intent of the Massachusetts Community 
Preservation Act or this bylaw, as necessary to accomplish the purposes of the 
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act and this bylaw.  
 
F. As provided in the Massachusetts Community Preservation Act, no 
expenditures shall be made from the Community Preservation Fund 
without the approval of Town Meeting. (5/5/01) 


