








Explanation of Articles for October 21, 2015 Town Meeting 

 

Article 1: This is a standard article to allow Town Officers or Committees to make 
a report or recommendation or to choose any committee. 

Article 2: There have been a number of layoffs in the School Department due to 
unforeseen special education costs, anticipated revenue losses, and other 
unbudgeted expenses the Department has incurred.  Unemployment expenses 
are projected to rise due to these layoffs. In order to cover these costs and 
address the depletion of the Town’s Unemployment Reserve Fund. Health 
insurance funds are available for transfer due to School Department staff 
reductions. The Town proposes to transfer funds budgeted for health insurance 
costs related to the eliminated positions to cover these unemployment expenses. 
The Town does not pay an unemployment tax but pays the actual unemployment 
distributions to laid off employees who qualify.  

Article 3: The Town’s original Master Plan from 1976 has never been updated. 
The Town needs to have an up to date Master Plan to balance and set priorities 
for Town policies and expenditures as it relates to land use, economic 
development, natural resources, public facilities, capital needs, cultural resources, 
recreation, education, and quality of life. The adoption of a current Master Plan 
will strengthen the Town’s ability to receive grant funding for initiatives embodied 
within the Master Plan. The adoption process of a current Master Plan will also 
ensure that the Town’s short and long term plans for the future are guided by 
broad public support. The Master Plan effort would be completed over two fiscal 
years. A consultant will be hired to do most of the work with some assistance 
from the Regional Planning Commission and town staff.  

Article 4: This article is to appropriate the Town’s Fiscal Year 2016 Chapter 90 
funding. Chapter 90 funding can be used for certain local transportation 
improvements.  The use of Chapter 90 money does not require Town Meeting 
approval. However, as a matter of practice the State Agency through which this 



money is allocated likes to see a Town Meeting article addressing the matter. 
Therefore, this article is presented as a house keeping matter. 

Article 5: This article is to update some of the fees collected by the Town Clerk 
relative to birth, marriage and death certificates, marriage licenses, and business 
certificates.  A survey of surrounding Town’s found that the Town’s fees in this 
area are below average. This fee increase would generate approximately $13,000 
in new revenue based on average receipts from the past two years. These fees 
have not been updated since 1981. 

Article 6: This article is to update the fees charged by the Sealer of Weights and 
Measurer’s relative to weights and measures used by various businesses in 
Oxford.  A survey of surrounding Town’s found that the Town generally has the 
lowest fees. This fee increase would generate more revenue while remaining 
competitive with what other communities charge for the same inspections.  

Article 7:  This article is to support the adoption of the Community Preservation 
Act. The Community Preservation Act authorizes the Town to levy a 1.5% 
surcharge on property tax bills. The surcharge funds can be used for historic 
preservation, outdoor recreational needs, and affordable housing. As proposed in 
Oxford, the first 100,000 of a residential property tax assessment would be 
exempt from the surcharge. In addition, low to moderate income household 
families and seniors would be exempt from the surcharge. Exemptions for low 
income families range from $46,760 to $88,176 depending upon household size. 
Exemptions for seniors (age 60 or older) range from $58,450 to $110,220 
depending upon household size. The financial impact to the average Oxford 
residential taxpayer with only the first exemption would be $27 annually.  

The estimated annual revenue to the Town would be a little less than $200,000. 
Each year the State matches a percentage of the levy raised by the Town. Two 
years ago the match was 50% and last year the match was 33%. Each year at least 
10% of the levy must be allocated toward each of the purposes of the Act, historic 
preservation, recreation, and affordable housing, respectively.  The remaining 
funds can be used toward any of the three purposes of the Act. A Committee 
comprised of representatives of the Planning Board, Housing Authority, 



Recreation Commission, Conservation Commission, Historical Commission, and 
residents at large must recommend to Town Meeting how the funds can be used 
for certain projects. Town Meeting must give its approval for the use of the funds.  

Some examples of how the funds can be used in Oxford include addressing repairs 
to the clock tower at Memorial Hall, improving recreational fields and amenities, 
improving Carbuncle Park, addressing the failing culvert at Sacarrappa Road, 
records preservation, and addressing existing needs within the Housing Authority 
facilities.  One significant change in the program that is different from the last 
time it was considered is that these funds can be used to improve or repair 
existing facilities. 

The adoption of the Act requires that after 5 years, the Town put the adoption of 
the Act up at Town Meeting for rescission. The adoption of the Act at Town 
Meeting and subsequently at the ballot would provide the Town funding to 
address capital needs for which there has been no money since the recession 
began. Lastly, if approved by the voters, the 1.5% levy would take pressure off the 
need to take back funding from the School Department that was previously used 
by the Town to address capital needs. Please refer to accessoxfordinc.com for a 
public access interview from September 3rd, 2015 for more information. 
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